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BY TATUM  HUNTER
Editor-in-Chief
President Fr. Michael Graham speaks to faculty at Alter Hall opening event.
Newswire photo by Mac Shroeder 
BY REGINA  WRIGHT
Staff Writer
Alter Hall opens its doors
Alter Hall is open for use 
after a 15-month, $18 million 
renovation.
The academic building closed 
after the spring 2013 semester 
the structure was outdated. 
Classes will be held in Alter 
during the fall 2015 semester.
Alter doubled the available 
classroom space on campus when 
university dealt with widespread 
classroom shortages during 
Alter’s reconstruction since the 
hall had long housed most hu-
manities courses. Classes were 
moved into formerly non-aca-
demic spaces around campus, 
including Flynn Hall and Cintas 
Center.
The new Alter Hall has four 
lab, seven project work rooms, a 
-
dean of  the College of  Arts and 
Sciences.
Xavier faculty celebrated 
Alter’s opening Monday with a 
kick-off  ceremony and retreat. 
Faculty members received a tour 
of  the building and an orienta-
tion to its new features. 






of  the College 
of  Arts and 
S c i e n c e s , 
when she ad-
dressed the 
crowd at the 
event. “Thank 
you for your 
patience and 
persistence.”
P r o v o s t 




ing will give 
faculty more 
opportunities 
to enrich the 
lives of  students.
“The most important thing 
(Alter Hall) symbolizes is belief  
in us. We will touch students’ 
lives in this space,” Chadwick 
said.
The revamped Alter Hall is
campus for which sustainability 
was a priority from the beginning 
of  the planning process, accord-
ing to Kathleen Smythe, a pro-
fessor in the history department. 
Alter was built to LEED gold 
standards and is projected to have 
half  the energy and water use of  
other campus buildings. Its de-
sign incorporates natural light 
energy use and heat retention. 
The St. Ignatius Steps outside the 
building feature a rain and bog 
garden that captures rainwater 
from the roof  and reduces storm 
water runoff. Various classes will 
use the gardens 
to conduct labs 
and research.
“We all have 






ter use targets 
for the build-
ing, adding that 
the building 
can stand as 





in the building 
are multifunc-
tional and allow 
by teachers and 
students.
pointed dutifully toward the 
front of  the room, where we 
sole holders of  knowledge,” said 
Stephen Yandell, a professor in 
the English department. 
-
versity has increased gross square 
feet on campus by 25 percent 
Actress and speaker Laverne 
of  the Student Activities Council 
(SAC) speaker series Powerful 
Women. 
and a transgender woman of  col-
activism to draw attention to is-
sues of  race and gender.
The Powerful Women series 
aims to depart from the tradi-
associated with campus speaking 
engagements, according to SAC 
intersections committee chair 
The series will feature an-
other speaker during the fall 
2015 semester and two more 
These speakers have yet to be 
determined. 
The intersections commitee 
speaker to kick off  the se-
“We wanted someone 
who’s not just a celebrity, 
who’s got something deep-
er and richer to offer,” he 
said, adding that speakers 
with pop culture ties but 
deeper messages have been 
popular with Xavier stu-
dents in the past.
“Ain’t I A Woman,” is based 
on the famous speech given 
by Sojourner Truth in 1851 
at the Women’s Convention 
-
perience as a woman with 
society’s view that she was 
not equal to other (name-
womanhood. 
which she could bring awareness 
to the issues faced by the trans 
community and women of  color, 
the show is not the focus of  her 
lecture.
— adding Smith Hall, Conaton 
Learning Commons, Fenwick 
Place residential and dining fa-
cilities and a Central Utility Plant 
— and admitted larger incoming 
classes each year. The university 
announced in June its plans to 
invest $25 million in renovations 
to the Cintas Center basketball 
arena.
-
bined with a sustained budget 
and faculty concern regarding 
the university’s commitment to 
academics and social justice in 
the wake of  accelerated growth.
Last year, a committee of  fac-
ulty and administrators devised 
a new Core curriculum with 
reduced requirements in an at-
university moving forward.
“Just as the Core revision was 
a response to these concerns, 
the (Alter Hall) building is the 
second part of  that response,” 
said university president Michael 
Graham, adding that the build-
ing will serve as a central hub for 
Core curriculum courses. 
“We have a new building for a 
new Core,” Graham said, “That 
highlights the importance of  the 
Core. This building is all about 
student-faculty collaboration 
around student learning.”
Laverne Cox to speak at Xavier
Volume D Issue 1
mostly positive feedback from 
the campus community.
“We know that it’s a Jesuit 
Catholic campus, and a trans indi-
vidual may raise some eyebrows,” 
he said. “People may want infor-
mation about why we’re doing 
we think it’s important for people 
to hear Laverne’s message.”
Dustin Lewis, associate di-
Student Involvement, said 
-
pus will highlight the need 
for continued conversation 
surrounding race, gender 
and intersectionality.
“Xavier’s ability to bring 
a speaker who is breaking 
barriers and changing hearts 
and minds across the coun-
-
ence for our student body 
and our campus,” Lewis 
said. “Laverne speaks to the 
heart of  social justice and 
cultural identity – how we 
can work together as men 
and women for and with 
others, showing compas-
sion and giving respect for 
other people while honor-
ing the dignity and worth of  
every individual. This is the 
heart of  Jesuit education.”
Lewis said he believes 
the lecture will be enriching 
for all attendees, regardless of  
their racial and gender identities. 
“She talks about the struggle 
to claim your identities for your-
self, to allow yourself  to share in 
meaningful and transformative 
-
tance and to love yourself  for 
who you are,” Lewis said.
Involvement will host various 
activities and events in conjunc-
tion with the lecture; these events 
will be announced in coming 
days. The Center for Diversity & 
Inclusion will host a conversation 
following the lecture to continue 
the dialogue about the intersec-
tions of  race and gender.
“An Evening with Laverne 
co-sponsored by the Center for 
Diversity and Inclusion, Title 
IX, the Gender and Women’s 
Studies program, Dorothy Day 
Center for Faith and Justice and 
The event is open to Xavier 
students, faculty and staff. There 
available for pickup at 3 p.m. 
on Friday Sept. 11. in Gallagher 
Student Center.  Students will be 
able to pick up two tickets per All 
Card, and only one All Card will 
be permitted per student.
-
able for faculty and staff  by 
Edited by Tatum Hunter
Laverne Cox, an actress and activist, will give a 
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BY RAYMOND HUMIENNY
Campus News Editor
Edited by: Raymond Humienny
humiennyr@xavier.edu
Xavier Newswire
Edited by: Lydia Rogers
       rogersl2@xavier.edu
Week of Welcome 
Events 
Duetsch Klub Sommer Fest
Monday, Aug. 24




6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
GSC Outdoor Amphitheatre
Outdoor Late Night Movie: 
“Jurassic World”
Thursday, Aug. 27




11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Xavier Yard
Compiled by Raymond Humienny
Eh440, a Canadian acapel-
la group best known for their 
spectacular vocals and multiple 
awards, including the 14th Annual 
Independent Music Award, is 
making their appearance during 
the Taste of  Cinncinati Festival 
on Xavier’s campus. The Xavier 
Newswire had the opportunity 
to interview Eh440’s bass singer, 
how the group has evolved over 
the years.
Before Eh440 came together 
an all-male a capella group, who 
later introduced a female vocal-
ist, Janet Turner. Another addition 
to the group was beatboxer Luke 
Stapleton (a.k.a Human Record), 
brought in for special gigs where 
the beat was not pre-recorded. 
The group of  three chose to stick 
together after the all-male troupe 
made the decision to disband, and, 
recognizing their unique blend 
of  smooth vocals and incredible 
beatboxing, the trio marked the 
early beginnings of  Eh440.
Vocalist and rapper Stacey Kay 
came to the group through her 
long friendship with Janet. The 
two grew up together, engaging 
in singing competitions as friendly 
rivals and always cheering each 
other on. In search for a tenor, the 
four auditioned over 300 people 
on Mike Cella, who provided the 
perfect tones for the complete 
The group has worked hard 
to reach fame in Canada and shed 
more light on the a capella scene, 
especially with their most recent hit, 
“Don’t Run Away,” featuring Serena 
self-released album, “Turn Me Up.” 
“We’ve certainly approached 
charitable organizations with that 
song, and Serena, who was go-
ing through a public battle with 
depression at the time, abso-
lutely loved the demo,” Joe said. 
“Although most of  what we write 
tends to be ‘love songs,’ I see this 
as a statement on anti-bullying.”
Joe went on to comment about 
how the band received contact from 
a fan following a performance in 
Kelowna, British Colombia. “What 
is so great about songs like ‘Don’t 
Run Away’ is the small, good ways 
you can affect people. We’d re-
ceived a message from a fan, said 
her daughter and one of  her friends 
were typically bullied by other kids. 
She said, ‘After they’d heard your 
song, it was beautiful; I hadn’t seen 
them smiling in weeks.’”  
This Canadian cast is humbled 
by the amount of  opportunity 
it has come across to achieve so 
much in the past three years.   
“The band philosophy has al-
ways been to make the best music, 
perform the best shows; and you 
know, whatever happens, happens. 
We like to focus on hard work, 
and we’re very fortunate to be sur-
rounded by good agents and a good 
manager to get us ready for our sec-
ond tour in Europe,” Joe said.
Eh440 performs at 5 p.m. on 
August 26 during the Taste of  
Cincinnati Festival on the Xavier 
Yard.
A cappella sensation Eh440 comes down from Canada
When it comes to the Xavier 
student experience, no event, ac-
-
ence than Manresa. Manresa pro-
vides time for incoming students 
to adapt to their new surroundings 
and responsibilities and make con-
nections with others. However, 
with 1,200 incoming students 
taking part in Manresa, creating a 
smooth program that caters to a 
variety of  different types of  stu-
dents is no simple task. 
The job of  planning and fa-
cilitating the Manresa orienta-
tion program falls to the Manresa 
-
dents who have previously held 
leadership positions in the pro-
gram, either as group leaders 
or staff  members. Its responsi-
bilities range from training the 
Orientation Team to running the 
orientation program itself. 
The 2015 Manresa Core 
members are Sophie Stewart, 
David Ritzenthaler, Jack Rozier, 
Maddy Nave and Chloe Borah. 
Tasks that are split between the 
team members include plan-
ning the Presidential Welcome 
and Interfaith service; overseeing 
each of  the incoming students 
with a program; organizing the 
Real World Xavier performance; 
establishing all of  the sessions for 
training and small group sessions; 
planning move-in, and an assort-
ment of  other duties. In some 
Core members, so as the members 
of  Core change each passing year, 
so does the program. 
“Every year we organically 
chosen to serve on Core bring 
their various talents and passions 
into each of  the programs that are 
planned,” said this year’s core mem-
bers in an email. 
With the annual refreshing of  
Core members, the goal is for 
the program to continually im-
prove with each passing year. The 
members actively try to imple-
ment new tactics for reaching out 
to students. This year’s Core has 
endeavored to use all technology 
and resources available to connect 
with the Class of  2019. 
This year’s Manresa theme, 
“Start Here,” was intentionally 
chosen by the Core members to 
give the incoming class a starting 
point for the next chapter of  their 
lives at Xavier. 
“We believe that the Orientation 
Team puts their hearts and souls 
years an immediate person they can 
run to with questions, concerns 
and even funny jokes throughout 
BY JESSICA GRIGGS
Campus News Editor
From left to right are members Joe Oliva, Luke Stapleton, Janet Turner, Mike Cella and Stacey Kay. Eh440 will be performing this coming Wednesday.
Photo courtesy of Eh440.com
“Start Here” with the 2015 Manresa Core
From left to right: Jack Rozier, Sophie Stewart, Maddy Nave, Chloe Borah and David Ritzenthaler
this ceremony. 
Smooth Transitions is a pre-





dents of  color to 
help them tran-




in the early 2000s 
to create a space 
where students 
generation col-
lege students can 
gain skills and 
establish rela-






“For many of  
these students 
involved in the 
program, they do 
not have a family 










Edited by: Jessica Griggs
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Center for Diversity & Inclusion unveiled
May 17, 10:29 p.m. – Xavier 
Police investigated a report of 
students being harassed on the 
volleyball courts. The investi-
gation revealed that the harass-
ment was mutual between the 
students and the non-students. 
May 22, 8:46 a.m. – A sum-
mer intern staying on campus 
lost control of his or her vehicle 
and struck a tree near Victory 
Parkway and Ledgewood Drive.
 
May 22, 6:00 p.m. – Xavier 
Police and Physical Plant inves-
landscape near C-2 Lot that was 
caused by a lit cigarette.
May, 23 2:33 a.m. – Xavier 
Police and Cincinnati Fire re-
the Alter Hall construction site. 
May 28, 1:35 p.m. – A stu-
dent reported the theft of his or 
her bike which was left unse-
cured outside GSC.
May 31, 9:07 p.m. – Two ju-
veniles caught on the roof of the 
Schmidt Memorial Fieldhouse 
were issued trespass warnings 
and released to their guardians.
June 2, 5:43 p.m. – Xavier 
Police investigated a suspi-
cious person in the McDonald 
Memorial Library. The subject 
was arrested on several open 
warrants and for possession of a 
small amount of marijuana.
June 11, 12:35 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
in arresting a suspect breaking 
into vehicles in the 3900 block 
of Montgomery Road.
June 15, 7:52 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Police 
at Dana Avenue and Dakota 
Avenue with the investigation of 
a vehicle containing the victim 
of a shooting which occurred on 
Burton Avenue.
June 17, 8:41 a.m. – Xavier 
Police and Cincinnati Fire re-
Brockman Hall. Food burning in 
a microwave activated the alarm. 
The alarm system was reset.
June 17, 5:41 p.m. – A non-
student urinating near Joseph 
Hall was given a trespass 
warning.
June 22, 8:05 p.m. – A visitor 
attending a graduation in Cintas 
may have been stolen out of his 
or her vehicle. 
June 24, 10:30 p.m. – Two 
students reported they were 
threatened by the driver of a 
Mercedes in a road rage inci-
dent which happened at the 4500 
block of Montgomery Road.  
June 25, 2:28 p.m. – Xavier 
Police, Cincinnati Police and 
Norwood Police arrested a non-
in the C-2 Lot during the funeral 
Cintas Center. 
June 26, 7:19 p.m. – Six 
juveniles smoking marijuana 
behind Brockman Hall were re-
leased to a guardian. 
June 27, 12:26 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Police 
in arresting a disorderly panhan-
dler at the United Dairy Farmers 
at the intersection of Dana 
Avenue and Montgomery Road.
June 28, 1:35 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted a cab driver with 
an intoxicated underage student 
who was unable to pay his or 
her cab fare on Francis Xavier 
Way. The student was released 
to a guardian who responded to 
pick the student up and pay the 
cab fare. 
July 4, 12:50 a.m. – Xavier 
complaint in the Village. 
July 8, 10:18 a.m. – A faculty 
member reported the theft of  an 
iPad from a locked cabinet in the 
A.B. Cohen Center.
July 10, 2:32 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
in arresting a subject for burglary 
at a student residence in the 2000 
block of  Wayland Avenue.
July 13, 1:45 p.m. – Xavier 
Police and Physical Plant respond-
ed to reports of  electrical wires in 
trees that had been knocked down 
by a storm on campus.
July 15, 1:15 a.m. – A juve-
nile found sleeping in Gallagher 
Student Center was arrested on a 
runaway warrant.
August 2, 11:00 a.m. – Xavier 
Police and Cincinnati Fire investi-
gated a subject slumped over the 
wheel of  a vehicle on Ledgewood 
Drive. The subject had overdosed 
on heroin and was arrested for 
disorderly conduct and posses-
sion of  drug abuse instruments. 
Aug 5, 9:46 p.m. – Xavier 
Police and Norwood Police in-
vestigated a store robbery at the 
Family Dollar in the Norwood 
Plaza. A canine search was con-
ducted, but the suspect escaped. 
Aug 7, 11:22 p.m. – Xavier 
Police and Cincinnati Fire re-
sponded to an intoxicated under-
age summer intern passed out in 
the Commons lobby. The intern 
was checked, cleared and escorted 
to his or her room with a friend. 
Aug 8, 2:10 a.m. – A summer 
intern living in the Village report-
ed a vehicle, which was left un-
locked with the keys in the igni-
tion, had been stolen. Surveillance 
video showed a suspect taking the 
vehicle at approximately 2 a.m. 
The vehicle was later recovered 
by Cincinnati Police.
During Xavier University’s 
Week of  Welcome (WOW), a 
naming ceremony will be held 
honoring the change from the 
older Multicultural, Gender and 
Women’s Center into the new 
Center for Diversity & Inclusion. 
was implemented to distinguish 
for this year and to ensure every-
one knew it was a new goal for 
Xavier. 
“We are a new center, and as a 
way to distinguish ourselves from 
those previous centers we decided 
to embrace a name that was closer 
to our new mission and invited 
more of  the campus to join in the 
cause to make Xavier University 
a more diverse and inclusive 
place,” director of  the Center for 
Diversity & Inclusion Taj Smith 
said. 
During the ceremony there will 
be a short description of  why the 
new name of  the center was cho-
sen, a tour of  the space and time 
for eating and conversation. 
There will also be an in-
troduction to the improved 
Smooth Transistions program 
as well as other programs during 
need a bit more guidance than 
some of  their white ,middle class 
counterparts who come from 
families with college graduates,” 
Smith said. 
New statistics show that Xavier 
is about 71 percent 
white students and 
about 14 percent stu-
dents of  color, and 
some new students 
experience culture 
shock when attending 
Xavier.  
Smooth Transitions 
is one way to help stu-
dents of  color – who 
might have grown up 
in communities that 
were predominately 
people of  color – 
navigate being in an 




was implemented to ad-
dress inequalities in our 
national educational 
system that privileges 
some and disadvan-
tages others. Smooth 
Transitions and Xavier 
University acknowledge 
that our student body 
is diverse and there-
fore needs unique 
measures to help them 
feel welcomed, thrive 
100 cans of beer
 in the trash, 
100 cans of beer...
June 7, 5:31 a.m. – A 
patrol discovered a large 
amount of trash that includ-
ed over one hundred beer 
cans, broken glass and patio 
chairs behind the Village for 
the second week in a row. 
and graduate from Xavier,” 
Smith said. 
This year, the Center for 
Diversity & Inclusion plans to 
make some important changes 
to the program itself  in addition 
to changing the name of  the 
“We are putting more empha-
sis on our year-long mentoring 
and associated programs,” Smith 
said. “Each Wednesday there 
will be a Smooth Transitions 
program that can involve study 
hall, community service, speak-
ers, learning about on-campus 
resources and touring Cincinnati 
neighborhoods.”
Those interested in apply-
ing for the Smooth Transitions 
program, or any other new 
programs in the Center for 
Diversity & Inclusion, can get 
more information at the nam-
ing ceremony.
“This is an optional program; 
Smooth Transitions does not 
support all students of  color or 
of  those students decide that the 
program is not for them, and that 
is okay,” Smith said. 
The Center for Diversity & 
Inclusion is located on the sec-
Center.
formerly known as the Muliticultural, Gender and Women’s Center. 
Photo courtesy of  www.xavier.edu
know these anxieties are not just my own and will 
be felt by some incoming freshmen as well. 
    Today, I welcome every mistake that comes my 
way. With three years of  college under my belt, I am 
beyond happy to make a mistake. Adulthood, like 
college, will offer numerous choices. The decisions 
you and I will make differ greatly, but all carry risk 
of  potential mistakes. As a person who is bracing 
for the chapter after college and has been in a fresh-
man’s shoes, I say this: enjoy every one of  those 
beautiful mistakes!
months. Find a group of  people that respect your 
new priorities and move on. Finally, maybe you are 
too much in your own shell and are afraid to be 
yourself. Who cares! The exciting part about this 
venture is that mistakes are worth more than the 
triumphs. So to the class of  2019, embrace the mis-
steps and learn from the experiences. While these 
words are hard to live by, just work on it each day. 
    Be happy for your time on this campus. Some 
experiences may be bad, but the overall time will 
be a blessing. Do not chronicle your mistakes as 
a knock to yourself, but embrace them. There is a 
lot more waiting for you outside of  Xavier, so get 
used to them now. We won’t judge.   
   
   
 Jonathan Hogue 
is the Opinions & Editorals 
Editor at the Newswire. He 
is a  Philosophy, Politics & the 
Public major from Aurora, Ill.
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     One thing I wish someone told me during my 
freshman year of  college was how many mistakes 
I would make. Going into senior year, I can recall 
a good amount of  mistakes I have made at Xavier. 
Some are with DTA performances, papers I should 
have tried harder on and people I should have 
stayed closer with during their time at Xavier. What 
it all means is that I am not a perfect person, but 
riddled with anxiety. I initially was not happy about 
Xavier University. I felt that Cincinnati was a small 
town, the campus was disconnected and that my 
a school back at home. I felt that Xavier was not the 
place for me. 
     With the help of  supportive friends and family, I 
decided to take a different look at this place. Xavier, 
while it is great in many regards, has its downsides. 
This is typical for any university. For a student to 
be a part of  the “Xavier Community,” it takes time 
to understand what part of  the community truly 
has your best interests at heart. Now a senior, I see 
that the community is what I make of  it. There are 
aspects of  Xavier I avoid and others I embrace, but 
that does not lessen my impact on the university. 
    Also, I realize that worrying about mistakes kept 
me from living out my potential during my freshman 
program. Each day I would think about the impact 
of  my grades and what it meant for my overall 
future. One misstep would cause me to worry about 
graduate school, a potential job or even if  I could 
know many students will not have these worries, I 
The mistake chronicles 
Students of  2019: Here are some tips that I wish 
someone told me during my time at Xavier. Please 
know that this list is by no means comprehensive. As 
an alumna, my goal is to give advice that will help you 
make the best of  your time at Xavier. 
1) Stop saying “when I grow up” or “the real 
world.” The world you live in is plenty real. Own it. 
2) Party – within reason. The next time you’ll 
be surrounded by this many potential friends your 
own age is the nursing home. Enjoy this opportunity, 
now. 
3) The people you meet will be your friends for 
a really long time, if  you are lucky. Select them wisely 
and cherish your time together. Also, see reference 
two.
4) Your major is not set in stone, and neither is 
the path to getting your dream job. 
5) Volunteer! You picked Xavier, so start be-
coming a man or woman for others. The volunteer-
ing I did Wednesday nights during my time at Xavier 
fueled a passion for social justice I did not even know 
I had. 
6) Go abroad to learn – from books and from 
experiences. You can divide your life in two parts: 
Before your study abroad and after your study abroad. 
-
fore you really commit. I worked as a legal aid during 
my senior year and had a complete meltdown be-
cause it was not for me. Know what is worse than 
a temporary setback? Graduating in debt and hating 
your career options. 
8) Student loans are not Monopoly money. I 
wish I listened to my mom when she told me to pay 
the interest while in school. It would have saved me 
thousands. 
9) Make friends with your professors. They are 
awesome and will mentor you. Plus, their free wis-
credit. 
10) Forget you have a family. Well, maybe just 
do not go home every weekend. Homesickness will 
be gone by October if  you surround yourself  with 
the right people. 
11) Study what interests you. Double major or 
even triple minor if  you want. I was a triple major 
with Philosophy, Politics and the Public, History and 
French and had double minors in Political Science 
and Philosophy. 
12) Study something practical. I often wish I 
would have minored in psychology, business or eco-
nomics to round out my marketability. You will need 
a job someday. 
13) You will be “over it” by junior year. You will 
prepared for a panic during senior year when you 
realize that you are getting pushed out. It happens 
whether you are ready or not. 
14) There is no career ladder – only a lattice. 
All of  these experiences are adding up to something, 
but there is no clear cut path. There are just choices 
and adaptations, chances and the decisions you have 
made. 
15) You will not be the you that you are today 
in four years – that is a good thing. Now is when 
you become the person you were meant to be. You 
will no longer be reactive, but instead become pro-
active. Write your future self  a letter and open it in 
four years. You will be glad you did and proud of  the 
person you have become.                               
   
Sydney Prochazk is 
the director of  pro-
grams with the Adopt 
Foundation. She also 
a 2007 Alumumna 
of  Xavier University 
with degrees in 
Philsophy, Politics & 
the Public, history and 
french from Racine, Wis.
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memorable adventure and will 
have plenty of  stories that you 
can share years after you leave 
campus. The mistakes that you 
make and surprises that you en-
counter along the way will often 
make for better stories than the 
times you had everything planned 
yourself  up late working on an 
assignment that you should have 
started a week ago and your 
roommate wants to go on a 
milkshake run, say yes. The paper 
on Tolkien can wait.   
 Jeff  Ullery is an english and econmics 
double major from St Louis, Mo.  




The Cliché of  a New Experience
    In August of  2012, I did not 
know what to expect about this 
mysterious place called Xavier 
University where I had decided I 
would spend my next four years 
after only visiting it three times. 
my home of  Saint Louis, Mo. 
my family and some incredible 
friends that I had made in high 
school. Was I excited? Sure. Was I 
-
resa make me feel right at home? 
Not really. There were a lot of  
unknowns, and I am the type of  
person that struggles with not 
knowing what’s going to happen 
around me. You can imagine, 
then, how I must have felt to be 
entering college without a major 
or with knowing only a handful 
of  people.
    I found out early on that it 
is better to not know just what 
is going to happen. People 
with plans often have to make 
alterations along the way, and 
those who approach things with 
an open mind often have an 
easier time than they may have 
expected.    
    Life in college is made special 
by spontaneous moments more 
often than planned ones. Many 
nights during my freshman year, 
my roommates and I would 
randomly decide to make a trip 
to UDF for late night milkshakes, 
regardless of  the time or season, 
and believe me, it is always a 
good time for a UDF milkshake. 
Coming into school, I knew I 
wanted to play with B.L.O.B., 
the Men’s Club Ultimate team 
at Xavier, but I had no idea of  
the vast array of  personalities 
that I would encounter, that my 
teammates would become some 
of  my best friends at school or 
that I would get the opportunity 
to lead the team as a president 
and captain. Even after playing 
music for eight years in grade 
school and high school, I had no 
idea that I would get to play with 
a group of  people that all share 
my passion for performing music 
in Xavier Symphonic Winds or 
that I would get the opportunity 
to travel to New York and Los 
“Telling People to say yes 
to new experiences and 
opportunities is cliche, but 
still appropriate for any 
student ... The mistakes 
that you make and the 
surprises that you encoun-
ter along the way will often 
make for etter stories than 
the times you had every-
thing planned out.”            
               -Jeff  Ullery            
Angeles for free with the Xavier 
Pep Band. It was these unplanned 
adventures and opportunities that 
have shaped my college experi-
ence and the person into which I 
have developed.
    To anyone that is reading this, 
whether you are a new student at 
Xavier University or a returner 
like me, I encourage you to take 
advantage of  the unexpected  
opportunities that await you. 
Don’t go to the cafeteria on your 
or make a new friend when you 
go to eat. Do stay out late talking 
and getting to know a friend on 
a bench near the Xavier Yard. 
Don’t stay in your room or in the 
library doing homework all the 
time; college is more about the 
experience than the education. 
Do go out and join the group of  
guys and girls tossing a Frisbee 
on the lawn, because those are 
some of  the best people I know 
and they’re very friendly. Don’t 
by pouring icing all over it. Do 
take the opportunity to live with 
friends and people that make you 
feel at home. 
    Telling people to say yes to 
new experiences and opportuni-
ties is cliché, but still appropriate 
advice for any student. To the 
new students embarking on their 
journeys here, you are in for a 
A message  to  a l l  pr e s ident ia l  candiat e s
Everyone hates the govern-
this fact. A smart politician capi-
talizes on this anti-establishment 
vibe and a smart party capitalizes 
on it as well by uniting behind a 
candidate who can capture that 
zeitgeist. The trick is that both 
parties in our nation, at this mo-
ment, are not smart, and both 
seem to be doing their best to let 
the other side win.
The Democratic Party is divid-
ed. Two candidates have reached 
the forefront of  left-leaning po-
litical discourse: Hillary Clinton 
and Bernie Sanders. Up until a 
couple of  months ago, there was 
little doubt that Hillary would be 
the democratic presidential nomi-
has become more politically savvy 
with each campaign cycle. She’s 
reasonably moderate to attract 
some undecideds and yet she is 
decidedly left of  center. She was 
threat against an irresolute repub-
who, united, could topple either 
of  these precarious contenders.
If  the last line made you laugh, 
you are not alone. The Republican 
likable candidates with solid po-
litical acumen and attractive, liber-
tarian policies. Unfortunately, the 
And, of  course, leading the pack 
is Donald Trump, whose offen-
sive comments, shallow policies 
and complete political incapabil-
ity make him as unelectable as 
Ted Bundy. Even so, Republicans, 
like Democrats, are repelled by 
the current state of  Washington, 
and Trump appeals to this base. 
Trump’s lead in the polls, how-
ever, feels like the death knell for 
the right.
And yet, this state of  af-
Democrats currently do not fear 
the Republican Party. Smart can-
didates like Jeb Bush and John 
Kasich seem ridiculous by mere-
ly appearing onstage with the 
likes of  Trump and the bible-
toting members of  the “religious 
right.” If, and this is a big “if,” the 
Republican Party can ditch Trump 
soon (though perhaps I give the 
party too much credit by assum-
ing they will), Jeb Bush seems like-
ly to rise to the occasion. Bush’s 
challenge would be to overcome 
the fear of  dynastic politics, a 
task which he seems up to if  
given a loud enough megaphone. 
With Trump out of  the way and 
a Democratic party unsure on 
its feet, Bush would have strong 
chance in the November election. 
Indeed, given the marginaliza-
tion of  the Republican Party as 
a bunch of  knuckle-draggers (a 
conception easy to get as things 
currently stand), Bush could be at 
an advantage. Bush is smart, expe-
rienced and would appear to come 
out of  nowhere, crashing through 
the derisive scoffs the Republican 
Bernie Sanders, a candidate who 
comes off  as Clinton’s demo-
cratic antithesis. Bernie has an 
authenticity which clashes with 
Clinton’s very political demeanor, 
and an unapologetically liberal 
agenda in which he truly believes. 
A self-proclaimed socialist, he 
is the democratic epitome of  
anti-establishment and he is giv-
ing Clinton a run for her money, 
currently polling ahead of  her by 
some estimates. He has a long 
way to go if  he hopes to win the 
nomination, but he will be a force 
in this election either way. You 
see, if  Sanders wins the nomi-
nation, he faces the challenge 
of  making socialism electable in 
the general race. If  Clinton wins, 
however, her challenge may be 
almost as great. She will have to 
convince starry-eyed, idealistic 
Sanders-voters to settle for her 
more moderate and less sexy 
ideas. Either way, the democratic 
candidate seems sure to be in a 
precarious position. Surely this 
bodes well for the Republicans, 
Republicans have the chance 
in the next few months to come 
to their senses and capitalize on 
a left that is more ideologically 
and politically divided than most 
people consciously realize. The 
right has several strong, electable 
candidates. If  they can stop being 
ornery tea-partiers and antiquat-
ed bible-thumpers, they could 
be a political force rather than a 
punchline. Unfortunately this as-
sumes that Republicans can also 
come to the realization that poli-
tics is more than just a micro- 
phone to vent their angst.        









Griff  Bludworth is a theatre, 
Philosophy, Politics & the Public, 
Philosophy & Honors Bachelors of  
Arts triple major from Cincinnati. 
Stop shooting yourself  in the foot
A senior’s advice on navigating college




Balls and Blobs: sports to “X-pect” at Xavier
BY BRENDAN BURRIS
Staff  Writer
There are many things to like 
about Xavier. From the automatic 
leg day that is walking to a class in 
Elet, the unsolvable maze that is 
the Cohen Center and every well-
Xavier has a lot to like, as well as 
plenty for the sportsman in each 
of  us.
We’ll start off  with the sport 
that your crazy uncle knows 
“Eggs-avier” from — basketball. 
For the vast majority of  univer-
sities in the U.S., a Sweet Sixteen 
appearance is a major cause for 
celebration, but for Xavier, they 
are getting fairly routine. 
The Musketeers have been to 
is better than powerhouses such 
as Syracuse, Indiana and UCLA. 
Conference rival and basketball 
giant Georgetown has not even 
been to one in that timeframe.
The Musketeers have a chance 
to add another Sweet Sixteen to 
coach Chris Mack’s resume this 
year. 
While the bespectacled, Uber-
driving Matt Stainbrook exhausted 
his eligibility, six of  the top eight 
scorers return from a team that 
entered the NCAA Tournament 
as a six-seed before bowing out to 
Arizona in the tournament’s sec-
ond weekend. 
Sophomore Trevon Bluiett 
ought to appear on most pre-
season all-Big East lists, and red-
shirt junior Jalen Reynolds is great 
at posing for the cameras after 
thunderous dunks. 
Not only will you be able to 
cheer on a successful team, but 
you get to see some of  the best 
teams travel to the Cintas Center 
each year. 
Xavier is a member of  the 
Big East, one of  college basket-
ball’s power conferences. You will 
get to see teams like Villanova, 
Georgetown and Butler come play 
on campus every season. 
The Crosstown Shootout will 
bring the University of  Cincinnati 
While every battle between 
these two teams seems to come 
down to the wire, there has also 
been some well-publicized action 
after the whistle in recent years. 
Xavier has won six of  the last 
eight games in the Shootout, and 
should be favored to win again 
this season.
Xavier’s women’s program is 
solid, too. The Musketeers are just 
-
secutive NCAA Tournament ap-
pearances, and coach Brian Neal 
on the momentum gained from a 
return to postseason play last sea-
Outside of  the men’s basket-
ball program, the men’s soccer 
team is the Xavier team building 
off  the most success from last 
school year. The Musketeers beat 
powerhouse Indiana on their way 
to the soccer version of  the Sweet 
Sixteen last year, their farthest trip 
into the tournament. 
Show up at the soccer complex 
and you can be a “Xooligan,” a 
member of  the passionate group 
of  fans that comes for every soc-
cer game. 
There’s plenty of  other Xavier 
sports to enjoy, from fall sports 
like volleyball to spring sports like 
baseball. Xavier might not have 
quite the variety of  the big school 
in Columbus, but it does have a 
football team that’s undefeated 
For those who prefer athletes 
Summer highlights: what we missed over break
Reds third baseman Todd Frazier takes a hack at a pitch in the Home Run Dervy. He hit his 100th career home run on July 25.
BY BRENT RAINES
Sports Editor 
Photo courtesy of grantland.com
Jalen Reynolds (1) and the Xavier bench celebrate during their NCAA Tournament round of 32 game against Georgia State.
Newswire photo by Adam Speagle
who make more money playing 
one game than all your Xavier bills 
put together, Cincinnati is a great 
sports town. 
The Reds are going through a 
rough season but still have exciting 
stars like Joey Votto and Aroldis 
Chapman playing with fan favor-
ites Todd Frazier and Brandon 
Phillips every day. Editor’s note: 
Whoever can name their current 
starting rotation gets the next edi-
tion of  the Newswire for free.
The Bengals have made four 
consecutive playoff  appearances 
despite starting Andy Dalton at 
quarterback. They are fun to cheer 
-
ternoons before January, and little 
fun at any other time.
That’s not all Cincinnati has to 
offer. The Western and Southern 
Open is one of  tennis’ biggest 
tournaments, Roger Federer is the 
defending champion and it usually 
occurs around the start of  school 
every year. 
Also, Xavier will host a pre-
season game featuring Lebron 
James for the second straight year 
when the Cleveland Cavaliers and 
Atlanta Hawks come to the Cintas 
Every Wednesday this year, 
the Newswire sports section will 
keep you updated with what is go-
ing on with all of  Xavier’s sports 
teams while taking a look at some 
of  the happenings of  the greater 
sports world. Follow us on twitter 
@NewswireSports for news and 
general musings. 
Welcome to Xavier.
While we were all away from 
campus for the summer, a ton 
happened in the world of  sports. 
Here are some of  the summer’s 
highlights:
The biggest sporting event to 
take place in the city this summer 
was without a doubt the Major 
League Baseball All-Star Game 
and festivities in mid-July. 
With everything from the 
All-Star Legends and Celebrity 
Softball game all the way up to the 
All-Star Game itself, it was cer-
tainly a special weekend for this 
city. 
made their way to Great American 
Ballpark to see the American 
League beat the National League 
taking home the game’s Most 
Valuable Player award. 
In what was absolutely the 
feel-good sports moment of  the 
summer for Reds fans and all of  
Cincinnati, the hometown third 
baseman Todd Fraizer defeated 
Home Run Derby in an elec-
tric Great American Ballpark 
atmosphere. 
home ballpark. 
The biggest sports news out-
side of  Cincinnati came from 
Canada, where the U.S. defeated 
Women’s World Cup, the team’s 
If  the team didn’t win the 
hearts of  the American people 
wins over Germany, China and 
Columbia, they certainly did in the 
Amongst all the celebration, 
the team rode down the Canyon 
of  Heroes in New York City, the 
graced with this honor. 
In the NBA Finals, the Golden 
State Warriors, led by regular sea-
son MVP Stephen Curry, defeated 
Lebron James and the Cleveland 
Cavaliers in six highly contested 
back-and-forth games. 
With many wondering whether 
James and his team could dethrone 
the regular season champs, Curry, 
along with Klay Thompson, 
Harrison Barnes, Draymond 
Green and Finals MVP Andre 
Iguodala, fought to take the series 
in six. However, Lebron James be-
-
tory to lead both teams in points, 
assists and rebounds for an entire 
series. 
On the ice, the Chicago 
Blackhawks knocked the Tampa 
win in game six. Center Teuvo 
Teravainen led the series with 
two goals and two assists, while 
goalie Corey Crawford allowed 
-
ries.  Right wing Patrick Kane and 
Defenseman Duncan Keith each 
scored a goal in the decisive game 
six victory in Chicago.
Lloyd celebrates a goal against Japan.
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'The Secret Garden' to enchant all
Photo courtesy of cincyplay.com
Redbull Race comes to Cincinnati
As school begins again and 
classes resume, many students 
are looking forward to reconnect-
ing with friends both on and off  
campus. Cincinnati offers plenty 
of  fun events to check out in the 
upcoming weekends. 
Two of  these events include the 
the Red Bull sponsored Soapbox 
Race and the 3rd annual Taste of  
Over-the-Rhine (OTR).
Cincinnati will soon host the 
nationally known Red Bull spon-
sored Soapbox Race. Red Bull, 
United Dairy Farmers, Kroger 
and BF Goodrich sponsor this 
event, and the race will feature 
42 teams consisting of  Cincinnati 
locals who will race in their home-
made soapbox cars for a chance 
to be named the fastest soapbox 
team in Cincinnati. 
There are also multiple other 
prizes from Red Bull including 
a private tour of  the Red Bull 
Racing Factory. 
Admission is free to the public 
with food, drinks and merchan-
dise available for purchase. The 
purpose of  the event is for the 
cars to be as crazy and outland-
ishly fun as possible, while trying 
to dodge the many obstacles on 
The race takes place starting 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 29  in 
Mt. Adams, but the pits open at 
11 a.m.
If  food and drink are your 
thing, Cincinnati will have the 
Taste of  OTR, an event organized 
organization Tender Mercles on 
the same day.
As one of  the city’s oldest 
Mercles works directly to help 
-
tal illness in the community. John 
Morrell is the presenting sponsor 
for the event.
The event is free to the general 
public, with tasting prices ranging 
from $1 to $6. 
Another option for tasting 
tickets is the VIP ticket, which will 
time. This VIP ticket gives you ac-
cess to the VIP tasting sponsored 
by Sysco, Sam Adams, Angry 
Orchard, Rhinegeist and Rodney 
Strong Vineyards with Taft’s Ale 
House. These VIP tickets can be 
purchased for $50 in advanced, 
or $60 at the door. Restaurants 
featured in the all tasting options 
include Nation Kitchen and Bar, 
Sweet Petit, The Eagle and Hult 
Craft BBQ. A full tasting schedule 
is available online.
Taste of  OTR  will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. on 
Saturday, Aug. 29 in Washington 
Park. 
Be sure to bring your friends 
and come check out the imagi-
native boxcars hand-made by 
Cincinnati locals as well as the 
OTR that make our city such a vi-




The Redbull Soapbox Race is a national event where both experienced and amateur drivers create homemade soapbox vehicles and race against one another.
BY KATRINA GROSS
Guest Writer
"The Secret Garden," based on the classic Frances Hodgson Burnett novel, has won three Tony Awards on Broadway.
Photo courtesy of atlnaticstation.com
The story everyone loved as 
a child comes alive onstage as 
a Tony Award-winning musical 
for the opener of  the Cincinnati 
Playhouse in the Park’s 2015-16 
season. The Playhouse’s Robert S. 
Marx Theatre will showcase "The 
Secret Garden," a musical based 
on the enduring classic family 
novel written more than a century 
ago by Frances Hodgson Burnett. 
With lyrics by Pulitzer Prize-
winning playwright Marsha 
Norman and music by Lucy 
Simon, the musical enchants 
both children and adults in the 
audience. 
This musical is perfect for fans 
of  the novel, lovers of  grand-
scale musicals and those discover-
ing its delightful story for the very 
“The Secret Garden" is one of  
my favorite musicals,” Playhouse 
Artistic Director Blake Robison 
said. “It’s emotionally rich, mu-
sically lush and the book is fan-
tastic. So many stories with child 
protagonists are cutesy and sac-
charine. Not so in "The Secret 
Garden." Mary’s journey is com-
plex. She navigates a very adult 
world of  loneliness and isolation, 
only to restore love and light to 
herself  and those around her.”
Even those wary of  witness-
ing their favorite book coming to 
life as an onstage musical adaption 
will enjoy the show. The elements 
of  the novel along with the song 
and dance incorporated into the 
musical transform the piece into a 
unique experience. 
“Frances Hodgson Burnett’s 
timeless story, Lucy Simon’s rich-
ly beautiful music and Marsha 
Norman’s Tony Award-winning 
book all combine to make "The 
Secret Garden" a piece of  great 
musical theatre,” said Marcia 
Milgrom Dodge, the Tony Award-
nominated director and choreog-
rapher leading the production. “I 
love how the characters convey 
their innermost feelings and fears 
though the haunting melodies of  
Lucy Simon’s music combined 
with the delicate dialogue and 
highly charged lyrics of  Marsha 
Norman.”
"The Secret Garden" runs 
from Sept. 3 to Oct. 3, but it of-
Thursday, Sept. 10 at the Rober 
S. Marx Theatre. Ticket prices for 
"The Secret Garden" start at $35, 
but  are subject to change. Patrons 
are encouraged to buy early for 
the best seats at the best prices. 
Returning this season is the 
popular Sunday College Night, 
performances, excluding "A 
Christmas Carol," priced at just 
$10 with a valid student ID. 
Student tickets are just $15 on 
the day of  the show for all other 
performances.






What advice would you 
give to the incoming 
first-years?
The mystery that is...
ManresaPhoto Poll
While students from all walks of  life may stroll 
about the Xavier University campus, there is one 
common experience that bonds all of  us. This is, 
of  course, Manresa. Whether it’s a week of  bond-
ing with peers or guiding a younger generation of  
Xavier students for the upperclassmen leaders, ev-
by Manresa at least once during his or her college 
careers at Xavier. Originally, however, the word 
Manresa held much deeper meaning apart from 
Manresa is actually the name of  a city in Spain. 
Xavier because St. Ignatius of  Loyola used this 
city as a spiritual retreat. The week of  Manresa is 
therefore an attempt at mimicking the spirituality 
of  this retreat. This attempt manifests itself  in the 
form of  heart-to-heart discussions in groups as 
well as various team-building activities. This serves 
their peers. 
However, this process is not simply a spiritual 
week. One of  the most memorable parts of  the 
week is the beloved cheers. From cheering along 
with the group that “you can’t ride in my little red 
wagon” to shouting for group mates to “peel the 
banana, peel, peel the banana.” Activities like these 
cheers help to liven up the crowd and make the 
week a fun experience and memory for incoming 
Although each individual will take from the 
week what he or she wishes, it can be an excellent 
transition into a new school if  approached with an 
open mind. It can help build friendships and ac-
climate incoming students to the college environ-
ment. From its spiritual roots to its current upbeat 
and enthusiastic demeanor, Manresa brings people 
















































“It doesn’t make 
you cool to cut class. 
All it makes you is 
behind and stressed 
out.”
Class of 2016
“Have fun and be 
safe!”
Class of 2017
“Try to balance 
schoolwork with 
a good amount of 
socializing.”
Class of 2016
“The best way to 
shake off that be-
ginning-of-the-year 
awkwardness is to 













“Work hard, play 
harder.” 
Class of 2017
